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Four-star Perennials
Richard Hawke, Plant Evaluation Manager
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Achillea ‘Pink Grapefruit’ – yarrow (Zones 4-8) Full Sun
Lavender pink flowers in early June through August; 26 in. tall × 36 in. wide; bushy habit with sturdy stems; does not melt-out in heat and humidity

Achillea ‘Strawberry Seduction’ – yarrow (Zones 4-8) Full Sun
Purple-red ray florets with yellow disks, fades to orangey yellow; tightly clustered flowers, in late June through August; 26 in. tall × 28 in. wide; narrow upright habit; tolerant of heat and humidity 
Agastache ‘Black Adder’ – hyssop (Zones 5-8) Full Sun

Lavender flowers with purple blue calyces give the 7-inch long inflorescence a darker appearance; late June to October; 48 in. tall and wide; robust bushy habit and long-blooming nature
Agastache foeniculum ‘Golden Jubilee’ – anise hyssop (Zones (5)6-9) Full Sun

Lavender blue flowers with purplish calyx in late June to September; strong bloomer with robust habit, 38 in. tall and wide; yellow to bright chartreuse leaves; excessive seeder but easy to control
Amsonia hubrichtii – Arkansas blue star (Zones 5-9) Full Sun to Partial Shade
Starry pale blue flowers in mid-June to late June; 50 in. tall × 50 in. wide; shrublike habit; fine-textured foliage; orange to golden yellow fall color; 2011 Perennial Plant of the Year
Amsonia ‘Blue Ice’ – blue star (Zones 5-9) Full Sun to Partial Shade
Deep lavender-blue flowers in May and June; 20 in. tall × 36 in. wide; compact habit; originally named ‘WFF Select’ when introduced by White Flower Farm; likely Rhazya orientalis
Amsonia montana ‘Short Stack’ – dwarf blue star (Zones 5-9) Full Sun to Partial Shade
Pale blue flowers, to 5/8 in. wide, in early May to mid-June; 20 in. tall × 36 in. wide; compact, bushy mounded habit but taller than expected (listed as 10 in. tall); limey green fall color

Aruncus ‘Misty Lace’ – goat’s beard (Zones 3-7) Full Sun to Partial Shade

White flowers, in plumes to 14 in. long, in late May to mid-June; 25 in. tall × 30 in. wide; flowers are about half the height of the plant; hybrid of Aruncus dioicus and Aruncus aethusifolius
Athyrium niponicum ‘Silver Falls’ – Japanese painted fern (Zones 4-8) Partial to Full Shade
Bright silvery green fronds with red purple veining; irregular arching habit, 16 in. tall × 28+ in. wide; rhizomatous habit; morning sun enhances leaf color; deer-resistant
Athyrium ‘Branford Rambler’ – hybrid fern (Zones 4-8) Partial to Full Shade

Dark green leaves with purple rachis; 24 in. tall × 36 in. wide; slowly spreading habit with arching fronds; hybrid between Athyrium niponicum var. pictum and Athyrium filix-femina
Baptisia ‘Midnight’ – Midnight Prairieblues™ false indigo (Zones 4-8) Full Sun 
Deep blue violet flowers, to 24 in. long, in late spring to early summer; reblooms on secondary branches; 42-48 in. tall × 54 in. wide; robust vase-shaped habit; Chicagoland Grows™ Introduction
Baptisia ‘Solar Flare’ – Solar Flare Prairieblues™ false indigo (Zones 4-8) Full Sun 
Lemon yellow flowers turn rustic orange with age, to 15 in. long, in late spring to early summer; up to 48 in. tall × 48-54 in. wide; robust and quick to mature; Chicagoland Grows™ Introduction
Campanula ‘Sarastro’ – Sarastro bellflower (Zones 5-8) Full Sun

Purple bell-shaped flowers, to 3 in. long, in early June to late July; 24 in. tall and wide; shorter than ‘Kent Belle’; non-spreading habit 

Campanula takesimana – Korean bellflower (Zones 5-7) Full Sun to Light Shade

Creamy white flowers, 2 in. long, late June to mid-August; 24 in. tall × 36 in. wide; glossy green semi-evergreen leaves; rhizomatous habit; ‘Elizabeth’ pink flowers, 3 in. long, more spreading than species

Clematis ‘Mrs. Robert Brydon’ – clematis (Zones 4-7) Full Sun, Pruning Group 3
Lavender flowers, 1½ in. wide, in August and September; multi-stemmed, to 10 ft. long; non-climbing 

Coreopsis verticillata ‘Cremebru’ – Crème Brulee™ threadleaf coreopsis (Zones 5-7) Full Sun

Bright yellow flowers, 1½ in. wide, in late June to October; 18 in. tall × 34 in. wide; lacy, bright green leaves; heavy flowering selection; can be troubled by wet winter soils
Echinacea tennesseensis – Tennessee coneflower (Zones 5-9) Full Sun
Pink flowers, 2-3 in. wide, in June to Aug and into October; 18-24 in. tall and wide; upward-facing ray florets; long-lived plants; Federally Endangered Species; ‘Rocky Top’ is comparable to the species

Echinacea purpurea ‘Pica Bella’ – purple coneflower (Zones 3-8) Full Sun
Purple boat-shaped ray florets, 4 in. wide, mid-June to mid-September; 30 in. tall and wide; bushy habit 
Echinacea ‘Milkshake’ – coneflower (Zones (4) 5-8) Full Sun
Double creamy white flowers, 3 in. wide, in June to September; 33 in. tall × 36 in. wide; strong bloomer with long-lasting flowers; stiff stems and bushy habit

Echinacea ‘Marmalade’ – coneflower (Zones (4) 5-8) Full Sun
Double orange flowers, 4 in. wide, in mid-June to September; 30 in. tall × 24 in. wide; strong bloomer with long-lasting flowers; stiff stems and bushy habit but not as rigid as ‘Milkshake’

Echinacea ‘Firebird’ – coneflower (Zones 5-8) Full Sun
Red-orange flowers, 3 in. wide, June to September; 32 in. tall × 24 in. wide; long-lasting flower color
Geranium ‘Blue Sunrise’ – hardy geranium (Zones 4-8) Full Sun to Partial Shade

Blue flowers with purple veins in early summer; 24 in. tall × 36 in. wide; yellow leaves in spring
Geranium soboliferum ‘Starman’ – cranesbill (Zones 4-8) Full Sun to Partial Shade
Purple flowers with dark central starburst, 1½ in. wide, in August to October; 16 in. tall × 30 in. wide; red fall color; prefers moist soils; ‘Butterfly Kisses’ purple-striated flowers, 22 in. tall × 45 in. wide

Geum ‘Mai Tai’ – geum (Zones 5-7) Full Sun to Partial Shade

Apricot to yellow flowers, semi-double, 1¼ in. wide, late April to late May; 24 in. tall and wide; to 10 in. tall without flowers; robust and floriferous; has not completed a full four-year trial

Geum ‘Sangria’ – geum (Zones 5-7) Full Sun to Partial Shade

Bright orange-red flowers, semi-double, 1¾ in. wide, mid-June to mid-July; 35 in. tall (w/fls) × 30 in. wide

Helleborus ‘Walhelivor’ Ivory Prince™ – hellebore (Zones 4-9) Partial to Full Shade
Creamy white to chartreuse flowers with rose accents in mid-April to late May; sepals remain colorful for an extended period; 12 in. tall × 30 in. wide; silvery green leaves but not evergreen for us

Leucanthemum ×superbum ‘Amelia’ – Shasta daisy (Zones 5-8) Full Sun

White ray and yellow disk florets, 5 in. wide, in mid-June to early August; 40 in. tall × 32 in. wide; robust habit with strong stems and floriferous nature; seed-grown cultivar with good uniformity

Leucanthemum ×superbum ‘Daisy Duke’ – Daisy May™ Shasta daisy (Zones 5-8) Full Sun
White and yellow flowers, 3¼ in. wide, late June to late July; 20 in. tall × 27 in. wide; compact, uniform habit
Lychnis flos-cuculi ‘Lychjen’ – Jenny™ ragged robin (Zones 3-7) Full Sun

Double, bubblegum pink flowers, 1¼ in. wide, in early June to mid-July, sporadically into August; 16-20 in. tall × 28 in. wide; 6 in. tall to top of rosette; extremely floriferous; prefers moist soil for best growth
Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’ – catmint (Zones 4-7) Full Sun

Blue flowers in mid-May to late September; 30 in. tall × 36 in. wide; adaptable to hot, dry conditions; ‘Joanna Reed’ lavender blue flowers from mid-May to October, 24 in. tall × 48 in. wide
Phlox paniculata ‘Shortwood’ – garden phlox (Zones 4-8) Full Sun to Partial Shade

Bright pink flowers, in July to October; 44 in. tall × 30 in. wide; highly mildew-resistant; go to www.chicagobotatanic.org/plantevaluation/ to download our newest Plant Evaluation Notes on phlox
Phlox maculata ‘Flower Power’ – wild sweet William (Zones 5-8) Full Sun to Partial Shade

White flowers with a pink blush, fragrant, in early July to September; 48 in. tall × 36 in. wide; robust habit with erect dark stems; resistant to powdery mildew but troubled by rabbits
Schizachyrium scoparium ‘Carousel’ – little bluestem (Zones 2-7) Full Sun 
Blue-green leaves with streaks of pink, becoming a mix of copper, pink and mahogany in fall; 30 in. tall and wide; compact habit; drought tolerant; Chicagoland Grows™ Introduction 

Schizachyrium scoparium ‘Jazz’ – little bluestem (Zones 4-10) Full Sun 
Blue-green leaves; silvery inflorescences in fall; 24-30 in. tall and 18-24 in. wide; full habit, remains upright; shorter than ‘The Blues’; introduced by Intrinsic Perennial Gardens, Hebron, IL
Stachys officinalis ‘Pink Cotton Candy’ – wood betony (Zones 4-8) Full Sun

Bright pink two-tone flowers in late June to late August; 24 in. tall and wide; robust habit and dark green leaves; 2010 Chicagoland Grows™ Introduction
Stachys minima – dwarf betony (Zones 3-8) Full Sun

Bright violet flowers, July to early August; 8 in. tall × 12 in. wide; dark green leaves; compact mounds
Syneilesis aconitifolia – shredded umbrella plant (Zone 5-8) Light to Full Shade
Pale pink disk florets on stems to 42 in. tall in midsummer; foliage mound 18-24 in. tall × 24 in. wide; dissected leaves to 12 in. wide; slowly spreads by rhizomes; moist soils best but adaptable to dry soils
Vernonia lettermannii ‘Iron Butterfly’ – slimleaf ironweed (Zones 4-9) Full Sun

Purple flowers, ½ in. wide, in late August to early October; 30 in. tall × 45 in. wide; foliage reminiscent of Amsonia hubrichtii; tolerant of dry conditions but not overly wet soils; more compact than species
Veronica gentianoides ‘Pallida’ – gentian speedwell (Zones 4-7) Full Sun

Pale blue flowers, ½ in. wide, in mid-May to mid-June; 24 in. tall and wide; mat-forming habit

Veronica ‘Whitewater’ – prostrate speedwell (Zones 4-7) Full Sun to Partial Shade

White-flowered selection of ‘Waterperry Blue’, ½ in. wide flowers in late April to late June; 4-6 in. tall × 12-18 in. wide; makes a good ground cover; Chicagoland Grows™ Introduction
For more information on the Chicago Botanic Garden’s Plant Evaluation Program:

www.chicagobotanic.org/plantevaluation/
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